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2026-2027 GRAND LODGE AMERICANISM ESSAY CONTEST
CHALLENGING YOUNG, INQUISITIVE MINDS To EXPLORE AmericAn Varves!

“Explain a Constitutional Right or Privilege
and How It Affects You and Your Family.”

The features introduced to the contest 4 years ago continue:
1) Four separate divisions for 5th, 6th, 7th & 8th grade students,
2) Awards for Each Grade Level — #51,000 for 1st; #5500 for 2nd; #5250 for 3rd.

[ am pleased to announce that the Grand Lodge Fraternal Committee has selected the theme,
“Explain a Constitutional Right or Privilege and How It Affects You and Your Family"
for the 2026-2027 Grand Lodge Americanism Essay Contest. The contest starts with the Local
Lodges, progresses through Distriet and State levels, and ends with the naming of our National
Winners at the Grand Lodge Session in Denver, Colorado in July 2027. This contest gives
students in four separate grade levels, grades 5-8, the opportunity to thoughtfully evaluate and
express their views on the selected annual theme.

Nationally, first-place, second-place and third-place authors in each division will receive
monetary awards of $1,000, $500, and $250, respectively. Many Lodges, Districts and State
Associations also provide various forms of recognition to their respective winners, and the
Fraternal Committee appreciates and encourages their extraordinary efforts in support of
the contest.

Contest materials, including the annual contest theme, are published online on May 1. Lodges
are encouraged to communicate with school officials in a timely fashion to facilitate annual
curriculum planning. Contest materials and a fillable Certificate of Participation for Lodge
completion are located at: https://www.elks. org/grandlodge/fraternal/downloads.cfm.

This contest is vitally important to Elks as it promotes Americanism in our communities. It
encourages 10-13 year old students to thoughtfully consider American values and appreciate
the blessings and responsibilities of citizenship.

The Grand Lodge Fraternal Committee is committed to assisting you in promoting
Americanism. Please let us know what we can do to be more helpful!

Go to: www.elks.org/grandlodge/fraternal/downloads.cfm

ond
Owner Of
LARRY SMITH
INSPECTION

PEST CONTROL “J§ehvees

“We have the cure for
what’s bugging you.”

Serving The Slate Belt and
Poconos For Over 30 Years!

Tell Them You Saw It In The

Blue Valley Times

DISCCJVEK

@& HomeAdvisor

v, Q

570- 992 3487

www.LandLPestControl.com

Join the Elks! Lodge Locator  Register R

Dy, .
BUG awyppyvpss PROGEA

ELKSHOME WHOWEARE ~ OURPROGRAMS ~ ELKS NATIONAL FOUNDATION ~  MEMBERS ONLY ~

I <

Elks Drug Awareness ~ Home / DAP / Essay Contest

Members Only = Elks Drug Awareness Essay Contest

The theme for the 2026-2027 contest is: "A Healthy Me Is Drug Free”

4 Our Programs

Rules

The contest is open to all 6th, 7th, & 8th grade students. Participants must write their essay themselves, but they may get help
from teachers, parents, or friends in the form of ideas

= Length: Ne longer than 250 words.
= Paper size: 8 1/2x 11 inch
= Text: Typed, computer generated text, hand written or hand printed.

Judging will be based on the following:

» Closeness to the theme

» Neatness

= Originality

= Correct grammatical structure

Each entry must have the following information on the back of the essay:

+ Student's full name

= School, location, grade

= Elks lodge name

= Must also be accompanied by Hold Harmless agreement

Due date: Please contact your local Elks Lodge or Elks State Association for more details

Winners: Your local Elks lodge will select the top essays, using the criteria listed above. The lodge will notify winners. Winning
essays will be forwarded to District Competition. District winners will be forwarded to State Level Competition. All winning entries
become the sole property of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and may not be returned.

National recognition: Each State Drug Awareness Chairman will choose one overall winner. This winning essay will be submitted
for entry into the National contest and may be featured on the www. elkskidszone.org website and/or in ENF or DAP publications.

Go to: https://lwww.elks.org/dap/resources/essay.cfm

Friends Of Minsi Lake Installs Memorial

MEMORIAL BENCHES

Bench includes a 3"H x 9”W plaque with engraving to fit 2"H x 8”W plate with 3 to 5 lines

Sponsor:

Address:

Phone & e-mail:

Prior to engraving, you will be sent a proof by e-mail to review and approve
Minsi Lake Park Bench Sponsorship - $500 Per Bench
Bench Donation Checks Should Be Made Out To: NCJCS-FOML And Mailed
To NCJCS-FOML, PO Box 261, Bath, PA 18014.

For More Info Contact Jim Wilson at JWilson@norcopa.gov, 610-829-6404



