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By U.S. Senator Dave McCormick

Remembering The Heroes of Flight 93
By U.S. Senator Dave McCormick

Twenty-five years ago, 40 ordinary Americans aboard Flight 93 faced an unimaginable choice. After learning of the attacks 
in New York and at the Pentagon, they took a vote, made a plan, and fought back. Their courage denied the terrorists their 
target and forever made a field near Shanksville a field of honor.

The memory of the passengers and crew of Flight 93 reminds us what America looks like at its best. In those decisive mo-
ments, no one asked who was a Republican or Democrat, where anyone came from, or how anyone worshipped. They stood 
together as Americans, confronted evil, and put the lives of countless others ahead of their own.

Their example also reminds us that we must never take America’s strength or spirit for granted. We must remain vigilant 
in the face of threats to our country, ensure those who defend us have every advantage when called to fight, and remember 
that our common identity as Americans is greater than the political disagreements that too often divide us.

Twenty-five years later, we have a responsibility to keep the memory of Flight 93 alive and make sure the next generation 
knows their story. I encourage every American to visit the Flight 93 National Memorial in Shanksville, bring your children and 
grandchildren, and reflect on the extraordinary courage and sacrifice shown there.

Most of us will never face a test like theirs. But all of us can honor their memory through service, character, responsibility, 
and a commitment to putting country before self and leaving America stronger for those who come after us.


