
SEPTEMBER 1, 2026               BLUE VALLEY TIMES                                                                                                                                            PAGE  11

By State Rep. Tarah Probst

Boscola Announces $200,000 State Investment to the City of Easton 
The Strategic Management Planning Program (STMP) will help the City of Easton 

fund projects to upgrade the city’s software and technology. 
By Senator Lisa Boscola

Bethlehem – State Senator Lisa Boscola (D-Lehigh/Northampton) announced today the approval of $200,000 in state 
funding through the Strategic Management Planning Program (STMP) to help the City of Easton develop a plan that will 
strengthen their financial capacity. 

The STMP provides matching grant funds of up to $200,000 to help local governments experiencing financial issues 
develop comprehensive multi-year financial plans and establish short- and long-term financial objectives. Boscola said, 
“Keeping our local governments in strong financial health ensures they can continue to support the people who live and 
work in our communities while positioning them to compete for important investments. I commend the Commonwealth for 
being committed to supporting our local governments by investing in their financial future.” 

A complete list of STMP grant awards can be found online. Recipients in the 18th District include: Northampton County 
- $200,000 to the City of Easton to upgrade the city’s software and technology to manage financial data, facilitate finan-
cial reporting, and improve operations. “These investments help local governments responsibly manage their finances, 
maintain essential services, keep the lights on, and continue growing while maintaining a strong financial footing,” Boscola 
stated. The 2026-27 bipartisan budget, signed into law by Governor Shapiro, included strategic investments that will in-
crease Pennsylvania’s competitiveness, strengthen communities, and boost the economy.

It’s Hunger Action Month!
By CALV

Hunger Action Month, observed in September each year, is an annual reminder that it takes an entire community 
working together to fight hunger and ensure all our neighbors have access to nutritious food.

Over the summer, food pantries across our six-county service region saw a significant increase in demand, with more 
families turning to them, many for the first time, for support. As the cost of everyday necessities continues to rise and 
cuts to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) take effect, more households are struggling to make 
ends meet.

At Second Harvest Food Bank, our shelves are being depleted as we work to meet the growing needs of our neigh-
bors. This Hunger Action Month, we invite our supporters to take action by advocating for increased access to food, 
volunteering at a food pantry or the food bank, or making a financial contribution to support hunger-relief efforts.

No matter how you choose to get involved, you are helping your neighbors feed their families with dignity and 
hope.

Go To https://jy8vwn5ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wJOvv-Bz9gMr1CK56xYdXZ9W-Lugrbi_oG6xT6oM464J1Jpaqo
JH6kZA0lMBMakPMvy3GOWckcTgTTHA0U-fObxONLLvzn8mGyHKZMS7EDB8fkjqefFhGypS5Ei5KTJMBLVWLl
8tGPJcUUH0USRco6owakTxK9NntWOTeGmBv51qwOLFGPSgQwDpcZS4lE32AkTWx_BPGv8OwmlDL7kohPA_
sa9Y1528i-OV9vVG8VRYBhk9efjqx4vBwiUqTTWO3X48pbT9vqJcePUQuatMapfDk4k75rvF&c=t_bQ_arY-
uvyjxhlIZue_goysz2Cs4csmXsNbm9OR2cnRN5cOMjkSA==&ch=c74OkBPdqiiWv_vr7vMc6C-Acj3G_3V-
MdeNhVeQ9EEJso-dV0dYow==

 Cheers to 20 Years of Bizzy’s with the Pocono Chamber!
By Sierra Lefurgy, Pocono Chamber of Commerce

TANNERSVILLE, PA - The Pocono Chamber of Com-
merce and George Roberts Productions are thrilled to wel-
come 250 community members, business professionals, 
and excited nominees to Camelback tomorrow, September 
2, 2026, from 5:00 to 8:30 PM for the Twentieth Anniver-
sary Bizzy Awards. The Bizzy’s celebrate Pocono Cham-
ber member businesses and organizations throughout 
the region to showcase their leadership, dedication, and 
achievements.

Members were nominated in 10 categories Best Brand-
ing, Best Restaurant, Best Customer Service, Best New 
Business, Best Non-Profit Organization, Best Small Busi-
ness, Best Large Business, Best Business Leader, Best 
Rockstar Employee, and Best Overall Business.

Guests will enjoy an entertaining evening featuring a 
cocktail hour with passed hors d’oeuvres, signature drinks, 
live entertainment, dinner, and so much more!

Thank you to our sponsors, St. Luke’s Hospital - Mon-
roe, Quantifi Media, Foxtail Builders, Members 1st, Lehigh 
Valley Hospital - Pocono, 7 Mountains Media, YMI Insur-
ance, Riley and Company, Big Screen Escapes, Highmark 
Blue Cross Blue Shield, Barley Creek Brewing Company, 
Adams Outdoor Advertising, Sonia’s Sweet Inspirations, The Swiftwater, Northeast Site Contractors, The Dreher 
Agency, NEPA Business Technologies, the Growth Coach of the Poconos, DJ Queue and Queue Entertainment, EBC 
Printing, Evening Sun Entertainment, George Roberts Productions, Kistler Printing, Law Sound and Lighting, Michael 
Straub Photography, Mr. Perfecto Photobooth, Party Shack, and WebLeaps.

From the program and décor to the music, photos, website, sweet treats, and everything in between, thank you all 
for helping bring tonight together and we can’t wait to celebrate our local businesses!


