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By State Rep. Joe Emrick

Caught Off Guard by Extreme Weather?
By State Rep. Joe Emrick

As we celebrated the nation’s 250th birthday last weekend, many areas 
of the state were hit by severe thunderstorms, high winds, heavy rains 
and even tornado warnings. For some, the recovery from those storms 
continues.

The Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency (PEMA) is urging 
people who experienced property damage to report it. More information 
about reporting damage is available here. PEMA also notes state and local 
officials are out assessing damages. If you have questions about the legiti-
macy of someone asking about your property, please ask for identification. 
Government officials will always have ID and be happy to show it to you.

In anticipation of more stormy weather in the weeks to come, I wanted to 
share these four key actions the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) recommends to prepare for any disaster:

• Know your risk: Know what could happen where you and your family 
live. Explore various types of disasters and emergencies on Ready.gov.

• Make a family emergency plan: Follow four easy steps and create a free Family Emergency Plan quickly and easily 
with FEMA’s fillable form.

• Build an emergency supply kit: Having enough food, water and medicine can help you stay safe and comfortable until 
help arrives. Find a list to help build your emergency supply kit here.

• Get involved in your community by taking action to prepare for emergencies: Emergencies can happen fast, and 
emergency responders aren’t always nearby. Consider taking first aid and CPR courses to help take care of your family, 
friends and neighbors.

It’s also a good time to remember how dangerous floodwaters can be. If you approach a flooded roadway, turn your 
vehicle around. It only takes a few inches of water to sweep a vehicle away, putting your life in danger, as well as the lives 
of first responders who come to your aid. Never drive around “road closed” signs and use detours instead. The message 
is simple. Turn around; don’t drown.

Important Student Aid Deadline!
By State Rep. Joe Emrick
First-time applicants planning to attend 
a community college, trade school or 
other eligible school have until Satur-
day, Aug. 1, to submit their Free Appli-
cation for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 
to be considered for a PA State Grant 
in 2026-27.
The PA State Grant Program is offered 
through the Pennsylvania Higher Edu-
cation Assistance Agency (PHEAA) 
and provides funding to eligible under-
graduate students that does not have 
to be repaid. Complete your FAFSA 
now at StudentAid.gov.


