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Welcoming Our Newest American Citizens
By Senator Rosemary Brown

A group of now American Citizens stand in the Historic Courtroom One at the Monroe County Courthouse and receive 
their oath during a Naturalization Ceremony. They are surrounded by friends, family, and elected officials, including Sen. 
Brown.

I had the privilege of attending a Naturalization Ceremony in Monroe County’s Historic Courtroom as 25 individuals 
representing 16 different countries proudly took the Oath of Citizenship and became citizens of the United States.

The ceremony, administered by President Judge Jonathan Mark, returned the naturalization celebration to Monroe 
County after more than 30 years. I witnessed tears of joy, love and excitement from our newest citizens during this 
ceremony. Thank you, Judge Mark, for reviving this meaningful tradition and providing such a memorable experience 
for our newest Americans and their families.

The timing of this ceremony made the occasion even more meaningful. As our nation commemorates the 250th 
anniversary of American independence, it is difficult to imagine a more fitting way to celebrate America than by welcom-
ing new citizens who have chosen to embrace the rights, responsibilities, and ideals of our country through the legal 
process. Wishing them all the American Dream!


