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By Senator Lisa Boscola

Thank you to Pennsylvania Association of Realtors®
for stopping by my Harrisburg Office last week during your
annual Relator Day on the Hill visits. As always, it is my
pleasure to meet with you and discuss legislation affect-
ing homeownership and the real estate industry.

Did you know... An estimated 12 million renter and ho-
meowner households across the U.S. pay more than 50
percent of their annual incomes on housing. It is vital that
we work together to ensure housing of all types is avail-
able at all income levels and that programs are available
to help homeowners achieve the dream of homeowner-
ship.

June is National

Homeownership Month June is National Homeowner-
ship Month and it was established to recognize organiza-
tions, such as realtors, financial and housing counselors,
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development,
and the Federal Housing Administration, that help

individuals and families achieve the goal of homeownership. It provides an opportunity to raise awareness about finan-
cial literacy, mortgage resources, and support for first-time homebuyers.

Boscola Bill Strengthening Penalties for Criminals Skimming
SNAP Benefits Advances Through Committee

By Senator Lisa Boscola

My legislation to strengthen
Pennsylvania’s response to
SNAP and EBT skimming crimes
took an important step forward
this week, receiving unanimous
approval as amended from the
Senate Health & Human Ser-
vices Committee.

Senate Bill 362 would mod-
ernize Pennsylvania law to bet-
ter address the growing threat
of criminals stealing Supple-
mental  Nutrition  Assistance
Program (SNAP) and Electronic
Benefit Transfer (EBT) informa-
tion through skimming devices,
scanners, reencoders, and oth-
er technologies used to capture and misuse recipients’ access device
information.

SNAPThe legislation was amended in committee with input from the
Office of the State Inspector General and The Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Human Services to ensure the bill reflects current methods
used by criminals and strengthens prosecutors’ ability to hold offenders
accountable.

The bill now advances for further consideration in the legislative pro-
Cess.




