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Brown’s Bill Supporting Mothers and Babies Signed into Law
By Senator Rosemary Brown

Sen. Brown speaks on the Capitol Rotunda steps in front of a 
crowd. Those in the crowd are holding blue signs which read “A Mid-
wife for Every Community”.

My Midwifery Modernization legislation was signed into law earlier 
this month, marking a significant step forward in expanding maternal 
healthcare access across Pennsylvania.

Senate Bill 507 –– now Act 14 of 2026 –– updates licensure re-
quirements for certified midwives, improves collaboration with physi-
cians and expands prescription authority in certain circumstances, 
including for the treatment of substance use disorders.

By modernizing outdated laws and supporting greater collabora-
tion among healthcare professionals, we are helping ensure women 
and families have access to safe, high-quality care throughout pregnancy and postpartum recovery.

The law also aims to address healthcare shortages in rural and underserved communities by expanding the number 
of trained professionals available to provide maternal care services. Additionally, under appropriate agreements, certi-
fied midwives can now prescribe certain medications, including those used to treat opioid use disorder – improving 
outcomes for both mothers and babies.

Pennsylvania continues to face challenges related to maternal healthcare access and workforce shortages. This law 
is a meaningful investment in families, healthcare access and healthier outcomes for communities across the com-
monwealth.

I am proud to say this legislation received broad bipartisan support prior to being signed into law by the governor.

Cutting Costs for PA Families by Ending Outdated Emissions Testing
By Senator Rosemary Brown

Taking legislative action to do away with an outdated and unnecessary mandate, the Senate voted to eliminate 
the vehicle emissions testing requirement across the commonwealth. The measure will save Pennsylvanians an esti-
mated $160 million annually.

Senate Bill 1298 would remove all 25 counties currently subjected to annual emissions testing. It also clarifies that 
no additional counties can be added into the program, protecting Pennsylvania vehicle owners.

The bill was sent to the House of Representatives for consideration. Read more about Senate Bill 1298 here https://
us.list-manage.com/1MVaVINSs5Q?e=edb4da6c8a&c2id=03b65f9e58223a1b4f4783aa36622e07.

WWII Veteran Michael Messina’s 
100th Birthday
By Senator Rosemary Brown
A very special 100th birthday celebration in Honesdale to World 
War II veteran Michael Messina! What amazing service to our 
country from Michael and all three of his siblings too. Looking 
and feeling fabulous – you would think he’s 70! Truly amazing.
Thank you for your service, Mr. Messina – Blessings!

Sen. Brown stands with Charles Taibi from Congressman 
Bresnahan’s Office, Rep. Jeff Olsommer as they honor 
WWII Veteran Michael Messina with a Senate Citation.


