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World Epilepsy Day – Raise Epilepsy Awareness
By Senator Lisa Boscola

Annually on March 26th, people in countries around the world are invited to wear purple and host events in support of 
epilepsy awareness. Did you know…worldwide, 65 million people have some form of epilepsy (that equals 1 in every 100 
people!) Also did you know…that in 50% of cases, the cause of epilepsy is unknown?

In making sure Pennsylvania school personnel are ready to respond when a student has a seizure, I have introduced 
Senate Bill 999, The Seizure-Safe Schools Act.

Epilepsy is a neurological condition that can strike without warning. The Epilepsy Foundation Eastern Pennsylvania es-
timates that 110,000 people across its 18-county region, including in the Lehigh Valley, are living with epilepsy. Nationally, 
the CDC reports that 1 in 10 people will experience a seizure at some point in their lives.

Right now, Pennsylvania law only permits school staff to take seizure response training. That’s not good enough. Our bill 
would require all school nurses and staff with direct student contact to complete seizure recognition and first aid training 
every two years, using a program approved by the Department of Health.

No family should have to wonder whether their child will be safe at school if a seizure happens. This bill ensures every 
school is ready.

*This bill will mirror companion legislation in HB 1045 of 2025.


