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PHEAA Hosts Scholarship Sweepstakes
By State Rep. Ann Flood

The Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency (PHEAA) 
is giving away $2,500 no-essay scholarships through its PA Forward 
Student Loan program!

The scholarship sweepstakes is for Pennsylvania college stu-
dents, graduate students and their parents for the 2026-27 academ-
ic year who opt in to receive communications from PHEAA between 
now and May 1. The communications are designed to provide stu-
dents and families with tips on planning and paying for college.

Twelve people will be selected for the scholarship. Winners will 
be announced in May. Click here to enter the PA Forward sweep-
stakes.

Plan Your PA Getaway!

By State Rep. Ann Flood
The Commonwealth’s 2026 Travel Guide is now available to help 

you plan your next getaway!
This year’s free guide highlights special events celebrating the 

nation’s 250th anniversary, as well as major sports attractions such 
as the FIFA World Cup, NFL Draft, PGA Championship and March 
Madness, all coming to Pennsylvania this spring and summer.

The guide also highlights an array of must-see attractions in all 
corners of the state for people of all ages. Sign up to receive a free 
hard copy of the guide or click here to view it online. Happy travels!

Another Scam Involving Owed Tolls Making Rounds
By State Rep. Ann Flood

A new wave of smishing scam texts is making 
the rounds. The Pennsylvania Turnpike Commis-
sion (PTC) advises that the smishing scam is be-
ing sent to random individuals, aiming to deceive 
them to share their personal financial information 
to settle outstanding toll amounts.

The texts purport to be from “Traffic Division of 
Philadelphia Municipal Court” and may include a 
fake QR code for payment and center on an un-
paid toll violation, fine and court costs. An example 
of part of the scam text is above.

People who receive an unsolicited text, email 
or similar message suggesting it is from the PA 
Turnpike or another toll agency should not click 
on the link. E-ZPass account holders and Toll by 
Plate customers can use approved safe methods 
to check their accounts such as the official PA 
Turnpike E-ZPass website or the PA Toll Pay app 
available from the Apple App Store, or Google Play store.

Those who receive a fraudulent text can file a complaint with the FBI’s Internet Crime Complaint Center at ic3.gov. That 
is a site dedicated to sharing information on Internet crimes across law enforcement agencies.


