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Bill to Ease Shortage in Long-Term Care Workers Approved by Senate
By Senator Rosemary Brown

To help alleviate Pennsylvania’s serious shortage of long-term care workers, the Senate approved legislation to al-
low high school juniors and seniors to earn graduation credit by working or volunteering in these settings so they can 
consider a career in this crucial field.

Health care leaders and senior advocates strongly support Senate Bill 116 because while Pennsylvania’s population 
over the age of 65 is expected to nearly double by 2040, the number of long-term care professionals declined by 14% 
from 2019 to 2022.

This bill is part of a bipartisan package aimed at strengthening the long-term care workforce. Along with Senate Bill 
114 and Senate Bill 115, it awaits action in the House of Representatives.

Celebrating Read Across America Week
By Senator Rosemary Brown

This week kicked off Read 
Across America Week!

The goal of Read Across 
America Week is to promote 
literacy and emphasize the 
importance of reading. This 
week serves as a nationwide 
movement to encourage daily 
reading habits, both in schools 
and at home.

Throughout the week, 
teachers, parents, and vol-
unteers organize read-aloud 
sessions, book fairs, storytell-
ing events, and reading chal-
lenges to inspire children to 
develop a lifelong passion for 
books.

While I was in Appropria-
tion hearings down in Harrisburg, some members of my staff happily visited schools in the 40th District to be guest 
readers at the beginning of the week! Brooks read to kindergarteners Mid Valley Elementary School and Kristine read 
to children at the Pocono Services for Families and Children’s Ramsey Center!


