
PAGE 6         BLUE VALLEY TIMES                                                                                                                           MARCH 3, 2026

Brown Presses DEP on Fast-Tracked Data Center Projects
By Senator Rosemary Brown

Last week, I announced my support for a temporary moratorium on new data center development and introduced my 
“Residents First” legislative package to ensure stronger safeguards are in place as our region faces increasing large-
scale proposals.

After multiple public hearings and hundreds of conversations with residents, industry representatives, utility providers, 
and state and local officials – it is clear there are still too many unanswered questions. Concerns about water usage, 
utility capacity, zoning protections, and the long-term viability of this rapidly evolving technology deserve careful con-
sideration.

You can click here for more details on my Resident’s First legislative package https://pasen.us21.list-manage.com/
track/click?u=ad42733add2d5dc5f4866819b&id=1fd5810b63&e=edb4da6c8a.

This week, I questioned Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) Secretary Shirley regarding the adminis-
tration’s decision to fast-track several large-scale data center projects under the Pennsylvania Permit Fast Track Pro-
gram.

Under the Administration’s Fast Track Permitting system, eight projects have been selected for expedited review and 
all but two are large-scale data center sites. Among them is Project Hazelnut in Luzerne County, a proposed 1,300-acre 
development that could use up to 2.8 million gallons of water per day.

Historically, more traditional economic development projects (even those with well-established impacts and proven 
community benefits) have often faced lengthy permitting delays and regulatory hurdles. During my exchange with the 
Secretary, I asked the administration to outline the criteria and decision-making process used to prioritize these projects 
for expedited review.

Why are hyperscale data centers being fast-tracked, while other tried-and-true development projects continue to face 
substantial delays?

To be clear, I support responsible economic development. However, the scale and resource intensity of these data 
center developments require careful scrutiny from policy makers. We must ensure that any project moving forward fully 
protects our residents, our natural resources, and our local infrastructure.

Significant Unclaimed Property Returns to PA Residents
By Senator Rosemary Brown

Pennsylvania Treasurer Stacy Garrity announced that the Pennsylvania Treasury Department returned more un-
claimed property in 2025 than ever before: $334.1 million.

Unclaimed property can include dormant bank accounts, abandoned stocks, uncashed checks, and more. Property 
is always available for the rightful owner to claim. Tangible property – often the contents of forgotten safe deposit boxes 
– may be auctioned after three years, but proceeds remain available to claim perpetuity.

Among the reasons for the record property returns was the General Assembly’s passage of a law that allows Treasury 
to automatically return unclaimed property valued up to $500. In the program’s first year, nearly $50 million was returned 
this way. To see if any unclaimed property is available for you, visit patreasury.gov/unclaimed-property.


