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Brown to Hold Telephone Town Hall
By Senator Rosemary Brown

I am hosting a Telephone Town Hall on February 11th at 6PM! You will have the opportunity to 
listen from the comfort of your own home and ask questions or share your concerns with me.

Sign up today https://pasen.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ad42733add2d5dc5f4866819b
&id=b4ee3e3025&e=edb4da6c8a!

Kicking Off the 2026-2027 State Budget Cycle
By Senator Rosemary Brown
One of my largest responsibilities as your legislator is to deliver a state budget that respects 

hardworking families and the taxpayers who fund it. The process of enacting a state budget for fis-
cal year 2026-27 began on Tuesday with the Governor’s budget address, and just like any legisla-
tion, the budget must pass the House, Senate, and then be signed into law by the Governor.

The Governor proposed a $53.3 billion that would increase state spending by $2.7 billion, a 
5.4% increase from last year’s budget. Last year’s budget created a $4.8 billion structural deficit, 
requiring the use of nearly every available reserve fund to achieve balance. This year’s proposal 
increases spending by another 6 percent, placing even greater strain on resources that are al-
ready significantly depleted.

Simply put, this level of spending outpaces revenue. It’s just like a household budget – spending 
more than you earn and dipping into savings to cover recurring expenses. That’s not responsible 
budgeting, and it’s not sustainable for Pennsylvania.

The budget process will continue with in-depth public hearings by the Senate Appropriations 
Committee, beginning February 23rd. As a member of the Committee, I look forward to working 
with my colleagues to focus on responsible spending and ensure Pennsylvania taxpayers are 
treated with the respect they deserve.


