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It Takes a Village to Raise a Child
By Turning Point of Lehigh Valley

Our work with youth is a daily reminder that the environments we create at 
home, in schools, and in communities have a profound impact on how young 
people grow, see themselves, and understand the world around them.

In our empowerment groups, like I AM HER and SPACES, we often ask 
questions such as:

 “What does it mean to you be a man?”
 “What does it mean to you to be a woman?”
These questions open up honest, emotional conversations around gender, 

identity, expectations, and societal pressures. And what we hear from students 
tells us something important: young people are carrying a lot, and they’re deep-
ly affected by the messages and models they see every day.

That’s why prevention is more than just education—it’s about being present. 
It’s about listening. It’s about creating safe, consistent spaces where youth feel 
seen and supported. When we provide places where they can talk openly, ex-
plore healthy vs. unhealthy patterns, and build emotional tools, we help them 
thrive—not just survive.

As we continue partnering with schools and youth-serving organizations, we 
invite you to reflect with us:

 What messages are we giving our youth about identity and relationships?
Are we creating a village that nurtures them—or one that leaves them to 

figure it out alone?
Let’s continue building spaces where young people feel safe, heard, and 

valued. That’s where real change begins.

Agricultural Deer Program Changes Adopted
By Rep. Joe Emrick

The Pennsylvania Game 
Commission has adopted four 
changes to the agency’s ag-
ricultural deer control permit 
program, which allows farm-
ers to address deer damage 
through hunters harvesting 
additional antlerless deer on 
enrolled farms and in longer 
hunting seasons. The program 
aims to expand accessibility to 
agricultural deer depredation 
programs and provide opportu-
nities to hunters.

Most notably, the rule limiting 
hunters to four agricultural deer 
permits, also known as “ag 
tags” or “red tags,” to harvest 
antlerless deer for any particu-
lar property is removed. Additionally, the time frame during which the tags can be used 
is more than doubled. A brief closure will be held during the peak of fawning season in 
spring and early summer.

With ag tags now permitted during regular deer seasons, hunters using those tags 
will be limited to using the sporting arms allowed in those seasons. Otherwise, hunters 
may use any lawful sporting arm.

Finally, those who apply to enroll their farms in the program will be required only to 
certify they are the owner or lessee of both the agricultural interest adversely affected 
by deer damage and the hunting rights to be covered by the permit. Previously, to be 
eligible, applicants had to supply a deed or a lease agreement.



PAGE 10         BLUE VALLEY TIMES                                 MAY 6, 2025

By Waste Management
Textile waste. For many, shopping for new clothes is exciting. But what do you do with the old, ripped, 
or items you simply don’t like anymore? Most throw these items in the trash. 
According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) When consumers dispose of used 
textiles, like clothes, linens, bed sheets, etc., only around 15% are recycled or repurposed. 85% are 
sent to a landfill or waste-to-energy facility. The volume of textile waste generated annually grew 80% 
from 2000 to 2018, faster than any other material in our waste stream, including organics, plastic, and 
paper. Consequently, states are initiating or enacting legislation to improve textile lifecycle manage-
ment, often by restricting their disposal in landfills.
WM is exploring new technologies and leveraging strong partnerships to reshape the mindset and 
infrastructure around textile waste management.

Investing in Child Care Means Investing in 
Pennsylvania’s Future
By Senator Rosemary Brown

This week, I joined the Governor’s Advisory Commission on Women, parents, 
educators, and local leaders, at Tiny Steps Child Care Center in Honesdale to 
highlight the need for continued investment in Pennsylvania’s child care system.

Access to affordable, high-quality child care is not a partisan issue—it’s a work-
force issue, an economic issue, and a family issue. These services are essential 
to the stability of our families and communities.

In Harrisburg, I’ve been proud to support bipartisan efforts that make child care 
more affordable—like expanding tax credits for families—and creating incentives 
for employers to offer child care options. We’re also focused on strengthening the 
early childhood workforce so providers can recruit and retain qualified educators. 
When we support those who care for our children, we build a stronger foundation 
for the future.

Thank you to Tiny Steps Child Care Center for hosting this important conversa-
tion. I’ll continue working to ensure Pennsylvania’s children, families, and work-
force have the support they need to succeed.

Make May Matter with Fake Is Real
 
By Northampton County Drug and Alcohol

May marks the start of celebration season—proms, finals, graduations, Memorial 
Day, and warmer weather. With fentanyl still lurking in fake pills and other street drugs, 
this time of year calls for even more awareness.

This month, we’re encouraging everyone—from teens and parents to educators and 
community members—to stay informed and make smart choices. Together, we can 
celebrate safely, support one another, and keep our communities strong.

fir-blog-may
Stay Sharp. Stay Safe. Stay Sober.
As celebrations ramp up, so does the risk. In our latest blog, we talk about how to 

navigate the season safely—without substances. Learn why fentanyl is more danger-
ous than ever, how to be prepared in an emergency, and where to turn if you or some-
one you love needs support.

Whether you’re headed to prom, hosting a graduation party, or just enjoying the sun-
shine, this blog has something for everyone.


