
MAY 13, 2025                                               BLUE VALLEY TIME                                                                            PAGE  5

Blue Valley Times
SERVING THE SLATE BELT, LOWER POCONOS AND NORTHERN N.J.

DAILY ONLINE AT  FACEBOOK.COM/BLUEVALLEYTIMES/

Visit us at www.bluevalleytimes.com

Conservation Tip
By DNRC
In Pennsylvania, there are more than 30 species of amphibians. They eat insect pests and help 

control mosquitos. Their moist, permeable skin makes amphibians vulnerable to drought and toxic 
substances, so they are exceptional indicators of ecosystem health.

Here are some ways to be a friend to amphibians:
Limit or do not use pesticides. Pesticides kill amphibians and insects that amphibians eat.
Leave natural and artificial ground cover like dead wood in your backyard. Ground cover provides 

moist shelter for amphibians.
If you have a pond, plant native aquatic vegetation. It provides food, refuge, and breeding habitat 

for amphibians.
Don’t flush medicines down the toilet. Wastewater treatment plants don’t always remove pharma-

ceutical chemicals, which degrade water quality. Most medicines should be thrown in the trash or 
brought to a prescription drug take back location.

Allow grass to grow into meadows. Closely mown lawns are poor habitat for amphibians and their 
invertebrate prey. Allowing areas of grass to develop as meadows provides habitat for amphibians 
and their prey. Meadows should be cut during winter and the cuttings raked up and placed on a 
compost heap.

A green frog rests on a mossy rock.
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Da Vinci Science Center and 69 WFMZ-TV to Launch 
Live Otter Cam
By Tamara Krizek, 917-692-5038, tamara.krizek@davincisciencecenter.org

ALLENTOWN, PA, – Da Vinci Science Center and 69 WFMZ-TV are proud to unveil an exciting new 
partnership that brings the wonders of wildlife directly to homes, schools, and viewers across the re-
gion. On Monday, May 13 at 2:30 p.m., join us at Da Vinci Science Center at PPL Pavilion to debut the 
69 WFMZ-TV Otter Cam — a 24/7 live stream capturing the engaging and playful world of the Science 
Center’s beloved North American river otters: Toby, Cedar, Cacy, and Jordan!

This event will provide the first look at the Otter Cam in action and highlight how this collaboration blends 
education, technology, and media to inspire curiosity and connect people of all ages with nature.

Following the launch, guests can attend a live Otter Chat at 3 p.m., led by the Science Center’s 
expert animal care staff and educators, and offering a deeper look at otter behavior, enrichment activi-
ties, and the science behind their care and conservation. “With the support of 69 WFMZ-TV, this new 
Otter Cam extends our mission beyond the walls of the Science Center,” said Lin Erickson, Executive 
Director and CEO of Da Vinci Science Center. “It’s an invitation for the community to explore wildlife 
and science in a meaningful, accessible way—anytime, anywhere.”

The 69 WFMZ-TV Otter Cam will be available year-round at https://wfmz.com/ottercam, on the free 
69News App, and the free WFMZ+ Streaming App offering fun and educational access to one of the 
Science Center’s most popular exhibits.


