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1st Annual
patriot square

freedom ride

All Donations go to The Slate Belt veterans

Association & Penn Forest #2 Fire Co.

1st stop 
Boat Yard Bar

251 Canal St.
Lehighton, PA
Leaves at 2:15

2nd stop 
Beltzville Bar & Grill
7435 Pohopoco Dr.
Kunkletown, PA
Leaves at 4pm

Back to 
Penn Forest Fire Co.

For a fun filled evening of

Biker Bingo, 50-50, Games,
Food, & Drinks

Sign-up at Penn Forest #2 Fire Company
Or Call Rich (908) 403-278

1pm - Run Meetup
Penn Forest #2 Fire Co.
1507 Rt 534
Albrightville, PA

July 1st, 2023

For more info please visit
sbva.org

Boscola Announces $190,188 In Grant Funding For 
Northampton County Senior Centers
By Kurt Derr

BETHLEHEM (May 17, 2023) – State Senator Lisa M. Boscola announced today that two 
Northampton County Senior Centers, the Nazareth Senior Center and the Silver Connection at 
Easton Area Community Center, were awarded a total of $190,188 in grant funding through the 
Pennsylvania Department of Aging’s 2022-23 Senior Community Center grant program.

“Senior centers in Northampton County provide a place for seniors to come together to engage in 
social activities and to get a nutritious meal,” Senator Boscola stated.  “The Nazareth Senior Cen-
ter and the Silver Connection at Easton Area Community Center operate terrific centers that have 
a positive impact on seniors in both communities and these state dollars will allow them to make 
important capital renovations to improve their programs.”  

The Nazareth Senior Center was awarded a $119,250 grant that will allow the Center to make 
renovations to its kitchen area and the Easton Area Community Center was awarded a $70,938 
grant to allow it to expand programming for its Silver Connection program and renovate its facili-
ties.

“Northampton County Senior Centers are a tremendous asset to our communities and the fact 
that two centers received grant funding in this incredibly competitive grant process is proof of the 
great work being done by Northampton County’s Area Agency on Aging,” Boscola added. 

Statewide only 48 centers were approved for the $2 million in grant funding that was available.  
The total grant requests statewide was over $7 million for the $2 million available.

Rep. Susan Wild Co-Sponsors Invest to Protect Act: 
Bipartisan Bill to Support Small, Local Police Departments
By Olivia Taylor-Puckett

WASHINGTON, D.C. – During National Police Week, Congresswoman Susan Wild is reaffirming 
her support and advocacy for local police departments in PA-07 as a co-sponsor of the recently 
re-introduced Invest to Protect Act. This bipartisan legislation will make critical investments in small 
and midsize police departments with fewer than 200 officers to support recruitment, training, reten-
tion, and mental health – a crucial step to meeting the needs of departments across Pennsylvania’s 
7th district.

“In conversations with law enforcement officers across Pennsylvania Seven, one thing is clear: 
our small local departments need more resources to recruit, train, and retain staff,” said Congress-
woman Susan Wild. “That’s why I’m co-sponsoring the Invest to Protect Act, to provide much-need-
ed support to small and midsize police departments so they have the resources and training to 
protect and serve our neighborhoods.”

Rep. Wild has heard from police chiefs across PA-07 about the challenges facing their depart-
ments, a key one of those being personnel: recruiting, training, and retaining police officers to serve. 
Staff shortages cost departments extra in overtime pay, presenting budgetary challenges for small 
departments with personnel shortages that cost burden them in other areas of needed safety and 
technology improvements.

The Invest to Protect Act takes key steps to solve these recruitment, training, and retention issues 
to ensure small and midsize police departments have the resources to protect and serve their com-
munities.
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Ryan DeBellis - Pen Argyl ASD
Misericordia University
Undergraduate: Healthcare Management
Graduate: Physical Therapy

Abigail Duyssen - Bangor ASD
US Military Academy at West Point
Undergraduate: Life Science
Graduate: Veterinary School

Abigail Frey - CIT
St Lukes Nursing Program
Registered Nurse

The Frederick R. Curcio Jr. Scholarship 
Award:

Ryan DeVito - CIT
Northampton Community College
Information Science

The Lehigh Valley’s only locally owned 
state certified water testing laboratory for over 40 years

KEEP YOUR FAMILY’S WATER SAFE!
Do you have:

 spotty glasses • cloudy or dirty water • brown or orange stains
 pin hole leaks • salty, metallic or bitter taste • stomach problems

blue/green staining • black specks

 Bring in this ad for $15 off any residential 
safe water bundle (restrictions apply)!

610-837-7721
7596-B BETH-BATH PIKE, ROUTE 512, BATH, PA 18014

ABE-LABS.COM
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Ken 
Field

Owner of Slate 
Belt Energy 

Services

Exclusively in the Blue Valley Times

Information Overload
There is so much information within our reach today 
that we have to limit what we take in. We can take 

in a little bit of each topic or we can take in a lot 
about a few topics. To make things even more dif-
ficult, not everything you read is true. Some things 

are facts, some are opinion, and some are just 
made up garbage. It’s not easy to sort things out. 

If news is the topic it’s even harder to know what is 
real and what is exaggerated because there is no 
good place to verify it. With mechanical systems 

things aren’t too much different because everyone 
has a different opinion of brands and models and 
by the time someone has had a system installed 

for a few years it’s too late to do anything about the 
performance of it. The ratings are helpful but can 
be misleading because the equipment is always 

connected to a duct system and if is leaky or poorly 
insulated system performance will be horrible and 
the blame will usually be placed on the equipment 
and not the duct system. Rarely does any of it ever 

fall on the installer and that’s squarely where a 
large part of the blame belongs. Finding ratings on 
installers is very difficult. Bad ones don’t give out 
references or even talk about the shortcomings of 
the part of the system that will be staying in place. 
Reputable contractors will check over the entire 
system before making a recommendation about 

how to proceed with an upgrade. I usually have an 
idea when a prospective customer does not want 
to upgrade a poor duct system and I know at that 
point someone else will be doing the hack job. My 
feelings are never hurt and as a matter of fact it’s 

usually a relief because I would end up being stuck 
in a hot attic for several days fixing something that 

some sloppy contractor slapped together 10 or 
more years ago. The downside for the customer is 

no savings on utilities and shortened equipment life. 
The government seems to be enamored with 

electricity today but not in any way that would make 
sense. Requiring electric cars and not having a grid 
that could possibly charge all of them, ignoring the 
massive natural gas infrastructure that can supply 

equipment that is more than 95% efficient and 
incentivizing people to install electric backup heat 
on their heat pumps and banning gas stoves in 

some areas and all gas appliances in the future is 
pure insanity to me. But what do I know? I have my 

head stuck in a rabbit hole.
Ken Field is the owner of Slate Belt Energy and 

Field’s Service, Inc. As a certified energy rater and 
contractor, he is qualified to assess every aspect 
of energy usage and prescribe solutions to save 
energy. He can be reached at 610-759-6306 or 

email Ken@FieldsService.com

$690,679 in Grants Awarded for Projects in the 137th District
 
By State Rep. Joe Emrick
BETHLEHEM - I am pleased to announce the awarding of $690,679 in grant 
money for projects in the 137th district.
 It’s an honor to support the comprehensive list of grants approved and I appreci-
ate the cooperation of Sen. Lisa Boscola to see the awarding of these projects 
come to fruition. The approval of these grants is essential to our emergency 
responders, especially as they care for the well-being of the citizens of the 137th 
District.
Projects approved by the Commonwealth Financing Authority (CFA) for invest-
ment are as follows:
• Bethlehem Township: $37,733 for a defibrillator for Bethlehem Township Volun-
teer Fire Company Emergency Medical Services Squad.
• Bethlehem Township: $75,000 for police vehicle purchases.
• Bethlehem Township: $28,310 for a stretcher loading system purchase for Bethlehem Township Volunteer Fire Company Emer-
gency Medical Services Squad.
• Bethlehem Township: $18,775 for an equipment purchase project for Bethlehem Township Volunteer Fire Company Emergency 
Medical Services Squad.
• Lower Nazareth Township: $119,669 for Fire company radios for Hecktown Volunteer Fire Company.
• Nazareth Borough: $100,000 for Greater Valley YMCA’s Nazareth branch building project.
• Nazareth Borough: $18,000 for a license plate reader system
• Nazareth Borough: $52,859 for a power load system for Nazareth Regional Ambulance Corps.
• Palmer Township: $75,000 for the Mill Race Park 9/11 Trail master plan.
• Palmer Township: $115,333 for an ambulance for Suburban EMS
• Upper Nazareth Township: $50,000 for public works equipment.

The Local Share Account was established by the Pennsylvania Race Horse Development and Gaming Act and no tax dollars are 
used in the awarding of these grants. The funds are generated by the state’s gaming facilities and may be used for economic 
development, community development and public interest projects in Northampton, Lehigh and Monroe counties and their con-
tiguous counties.

Creating Opportunities for 
Students, Employers
 By State Rep. Joe Emrick
BETHLEHEM -  To attract quality career opportunities to the 
Commonwealth, it is vital to have a qualified workforce at the 
ready.
 To help our students succeed in a family-sustaining career, 
it is important we provide educational opportunities to match 
workforce needs.
Those two cornerstones of our Keystone Commitment to 
Pennsylvania were highlighted this week in a hearing of the 
House Republican Policy Committee titled “Career and Tech-
nical Education: A Pathway to Opportunity.”
The hearing featured testimony about educational opportu-
nities by officials at Upper Bucks County Technical School 
(UBCTS), as well as career and technical education outcomes 
by a UBCTS graduate and workforce development advisor.
For more information about the hearing, visit PAGOPPolicy.
com.
To learn more about our people-driven, future-focused Key-
stone Commitment, click here.


