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Recognizing Local Heroes: Life-Saving 
Efforts at Tobyhanna State Park
By Senator Rosemary Brown

Recently, I had the honor of recognizing two DCNR State Park Rangers 
and an off-duty EMT for their heroic actions that saved the life of a drowning 
victim at Tobyhanna State Park.

Justin Waid – Park Ranger, DCNR
Clark Verchuk – Park Ranger, DCNR
Kelsey Hovi – EMT, Pocono Mountain Regional EMS
On the evening of July 7th, 2024, Rangers Waid and Verchuk were alerted 

to a swimmer in distress who had gone under the water and didn’t resurface. 
Thanks to quick action by bystanders who pulled the unresponsive individual 
from the water, the Rangers immediately began CPR and deployed an AED. 
Off-duty EMT Kelsey Hovi, nearby at the time, joined the rescue effort, assist-
ing with chest compressions and rescue breaths.

Their teamwork was critical. Moments before the ambulance arrived, the 
patient began to breathe again but remained unresponsive. With the arrival 
of Pocono Mountain Regional EMS, the patient was stabilized and trans-
ported to the hospital, where, after three days, they were discharged and 
walking on their own.

These extraordinary actions saved a life and underscore the importance of 
CPR training and AEDs in public spaces. I’m deeply grateful to these brave 
individuals for their life-saving work.


