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Senate Votes to Help Relieve Long-Term Care Worker Shortage
By Senator Rosemary Brown

The number of Pennsylvania residents ages 65 and over is expected to nearly double by 2040, but 
even now many nursing facilities are forced to take beds out of service because they can’t fill direct 
care positions. 

The Senate recently passed legislation to tackle this critical problem by making it easier for those 
seeking employment at long-term care centers while still ensuring employees are well-qualified. 

Senate Bill 114 would encourage more employees to join the long-term care workforce by expand-
ing the availability of training courses for nurse aides and the eligibility for individuals to take the nurse 
aide competency exam. The bill was sent to the House of Representatives for consideration. 

NCC Student Named 2025 Newman Civic Fellow
Students are honored for their commitment to solving public problems
By NCC

BETHLEHEM, PA - Campus Compact, a national 
coalition of colleges and universities working to ad-
vance the public purposes of higher education, has 
named Northampton Community College (NCC) stu-
dent Xavier Pacheco as a 2025-2026 Newman Civic 
Fellow. The Newman Civic Fellowship is a yearlong program that recognizes students who stand out for their leader-
ship potential and commitment to creating positive change in communities.  

The fellowship is named for the late Frank Newman, one of Campus Compact’s founders, who was a tireless ad-
vocate for civic engagement in higher education. In the spirit of Dr. Newman’s leadership, each fellow is nominated by 
their campus president or chancellor, who is invited to select one exemplary community-committed student from their 
campus each year. 

Pacheco is currently working towards his sociology degree at NCC. He serves as an NCC Votes Ambassador at 
the college through the non-partisan NCC Votes initiative. Through this role, he also works with the Andrew Goodman 
Foundation as a Vote Everywhere Ambassador on campus.

President of NCC, David A. Ruth, Ph.D, says, “Xavier has been intentional about assisting us with voter registration 
efforts and implementing aspects of our campus democratic engagement plan. He has a sincere passion for equity 
and advocacy, grounded in his own lived experiences.”

Pacheco would like to be a change leader in his community via social assistance and outreach programs. “Some-
times all a person needs is a little help, and I hope to be the provider of this help in order to create a better and more 
connected community,” he says.

Through the fellowship, Campus Compact provides these students with learning and networking opportunities that 
help to nurture their development as civic leaders. Programming emphasizes personal, professional, and civic growth 
that can empower them to collaborate effectively across disciplines and create large-scale positive change. 

The cornerstone of the fellowship is the Annual Convening of Newman Civic Fellows, which offers intensive in-
person skill-building and networking over three days. The fellowship also provides fellows with pathways to apply for 
exclusive opportunities, including mini-grants to help fund community projects, scholarships, and post-graduate op-
portunities.

“It is an honor to welcome this group of accomplished and dedicated students to the Newman Civic Fellowship,” 
said Campus Compact President, Bobbie Laur. “As higher education faces unprecedented challenges, these students 
exemplify the power and possibility of civic and community engagement on campus. As they emerge as the leaders of 
tomorrow, we are proud that this fellowship will be part of their story.” 

Learn more at compact.org/newman-civic-fellowship. You can read more about each of the student lead-
ers selected for this year’s cohort here. 

Get back to doing what you love and living PAIN-FREE. That’s our 
goal at Robbins Rehabilitation West as a family-owned, outpatient 
physical therapy and wellness clinic. We want to help you find the 
fastest and most effective way to eliminate your pain without the 
use of medications, injections or surgery. 

How do we do this? With specialized, one-on-one treatment pro-
grams that allow both the patient and the therapist to develop a 
plan that WORKS, and will last long after your time with us. We 
give you the tools in order to succeed at home, and we serve as a 
resource for any of your health-related needs. 

With our new Wellness Program, there are a variety of services 
that contribute to faster healing and sustained physical health - 
medical massage, laser light therapy, nutrition coaching and at-
home workout plans are just some of the ways we hope to ensure 
you’re getting the most out of your life and not limited by your 
pain.

Don’t just take our word for it, though. There are thousands of 
people in Bangor, Allentown, Bethlehem, and Upper Macungie 
just like you that made the choice to do something about the pain 
affecting their lives and saw great success. Don’t wait until it’s too 
late. Call us today at 610-686-9690 and ask how you can get a 
FREE 30 minute health screen with one of our doctors of physical 
therapy. 
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