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Defying the Odds
By State Rep. Joe Emrick

BANGOR - This past weekend, I had the immense privilege of attending Edwin Garcia’s High 
School graduation party.

I first met Edwin when his fourth-grade class toured the Capitol a few years back. Ever since 
then, I have kept in touch with him and his family. Edwin was diagnosed with Menkes disease early 
in his life. The average lifespan for children with this condition is 10 years old. Edwin has defied 
these odds in every way.

Edwin recently graduated from Bangor High School, my alma mater.
It was such a blessing spending the afternoon with Edwin and his family to celebrate his ac-

complishment. I presented him with a certificate of recognition in honor of this. Congratulations, 
Edwin! 


