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“From this location, steelworkers made the steel that built the skylines of our cities, and the armaments that helped to win two world wars,” Cunningham said, noting the blast furnaces just outside
the ArtsQuest Center. “It's hard to beat the poetry of that. Today, we make a little bit of everything.”

From Crayola to Mack Trucks, the Lehigh Valley is home to more than 750 manufacturers, and manufacturing employment is growing five times faster than the national average. With an output of
$8.4 billion, manufacturing is the biggest contributor of the Lehigh Valley Gross Domestic Product of $47 billion.

And the interest in the Lehigh Valley is growing among manufacturers and businesses in many other sectors.

Last year, the Lehigh Valley was ranked once again in the Top 10 in the United States for regions of our size in new economic development projects, placing second in the U.S. for regions of
200,000 to 1 million.

Mayors Panel: Quality of Place Drives Economic Growth

Cunningham moderated a panel discussion with the Allentown Mayor Matt Tuerk, Bethlehem Mayor J. William Reynolds and Easton Mayor Sal Panto Jr.

They lead growing cities that are driving downtown renaissances with new residential construction, community attractions, office space and community investments. The quality of place taking
shape in the urban core is attracting new residents, priming the pump for economic development.

The mayors recently announced the creation of a 3-city collaboration that will develop shared solutions to address issues common to all Lehigh Valley municipalities.

Leadership Award for Commitment to the Lehigh Valley

LVEDC honored former state Senator and current Acting Secretary Browne with its Leadership Award for Commitment to the Lehigh Valley.

Browne has long been a champion for economic development in the Lehigh Valley and a dedicated partner with LVEDC in initiatives to grow the regional economy.

As a legislator, he helped secure state funding that supported Lehigh Valley economic development efforts, including the LVEDC-led regional talent strategies initiative, the Made Possible in Lehigh
Valley regional marketing partnership, and the work of LVEDC’s Education and Talent Supply Council.

Board of Directors Recognition

LVEDC Board Chairman Ed Dougherty told the crowd that LVEDC's partnership for economic development “is producing impressive results.”.

“Our partnership for economic development is producing impressive results,” Dougherty said. “We’re fortunate the LVEDC board represents a wide range of Lehigh Valley businesses and organiza-
tions with a shared commitment to regional growth.”

Dougherty, Senior Vice President & Chief Business Development Officer at Lehigh Valley Health Network, will remain on as the board chair. Along with Dougherty, the LVEDC executive commit-
tee includes Vice Chair Stephen Hoff, Executive Vice President and Chief Financial Officer at Crayola; Treasurer Chris Brown, Senior Vice President & Director SBA Lending at Fulton Bank; and
Secretary Dan McCarthy, Secretary of the Lehigh Valley Partnership.

Dougherty then recognized the changes on the board. To see a full list of the board changes, click here.

LVEDC Investment

LVEDC received a record level of $810,000 in sponsorship and investment from its regional partners, said Jamie Marie Whalen, LVEDC Executive Vice President and Chief of Staff.

Whalen noted that sponsorship and investment increased by 7% over 2021. More than 130 companies and organizations invested in LVEDC in 2022, including 18 that were either new investors
or increased their investment. The largest investors in the coalition are Lehigh and Northampton counties. Their public-sector investment totaled $155,000 in 2022.

The coalition led by LVEDC delivers a regional strategy and approach to shape, grow, and diversify the economy. The results have been impressive. Today, the Lehigh Valley is strong, resilient,
and ready for the future.
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