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Backup Heat
My heat pump article sparked some conversation
and maybe makes the govemments push for
heat pumps make just a tiny bit more sense. My
problem is not with the heat pump itself but with
the backup heater needed to finish the job of heat-
ing your home from a normal December through
anomal March. Aimost every heat pump formerly
on the market would just sit outside and make
noise and provide virtually no heat at all to the oc-
cupants when the outdoor temperature was below
35°. As you know, that can account for much
of the winter. Afew new models will provide a
substantial percentage of their total capacity all the
way down to 5° outdoor temperature. But during
the defrost mode or when it's windy or anytime a
litle more heat is needed, the backup heat comes
on. If the backup heater is a gas or oil fumace, you
will be comfortable and it will not break the bank.

Yes, | said that running an oil fumace won't break

the bank. Especially in relation to the cost of the

electric backup heater that 99% of all heat pumps
have. So the incentive to install heat pumps makes
perfect sense for anyone who already has a gas
or oil fumace with an air conditioner attached
toit. When replacement is necessary, the cost
difference to install a heat pump in place of the air
conditioner is relatively minimal. And if there is a tax
incentive, it makes perfect sense. It does not make
sense however, to replace a gas fumace with a
heat pump that has electric backup. So when the
govemment says they need to get contractors “on
board” with their plan to push heat pumps, they
aren't getting me anywhere that does not provide
solid value to the people | work for.

Heat pumps have been blamed for high electric
bills for as long as they have been used in our
areaand itisn't really the heat pump that causes
the high usage, it's the backup heat. The last few
heat pumps | have installed were backed up by
hot water coils and a tankless gas bailer to provide
that hot water.

Apower outage could put you without heat for a
long time if you have a heat pump with electric
backup. If you have gas or ail backup, a small
generator will allow you to keep your home warm
for along time.

If you already have a heat pump, a tankless gas
bailer is a great way to get rid of the electric backup
heat and also your electric water heater.

Ken Field is the owner of Slate Belt Energy and
Field's Service, Inc. As a certified energy rater and
contractor, he is qualified to assess every aspect
of energy usage and prescribe solutions to save
energy. He can be reached at 610-759-6306 or
email Ken@FieldsService.com

James Gloria Fine Arts Studio

Now offering studio classes for artists of all levels
beginner to experienced — teen through adults.

Private classes tailored to your personal goals and abilities. Paint for
fun or hone your skills and experiment with new techniques

4  Essential drawing and perspective lessons

#  Portfolio prep classes for art majors applying to college
% Hone skills of observation and perception
]

Explore new media: watercolor, oils, sculpture and more

(570)236-1466

art@JamesGloria.com
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SNOW BALL DINNER DANCE

Saturday, February 25, 2023
6:00 pm to 11:00 pm

LOOKOUT FIRE COMPANY #1
BANQUET HALL

123 South Main Street
Pen Argyl, PA 18072

Music by DOSE PRODUCTIONS

$25.00 per person in Advance

$35.00 at the Door
BASKET RAFFLES, DOOR PRIZES, BYOB/DRESS CASUAL

For Tickets Contact

Sarah HerbertHannick — Pen Argyl High School
Heather Reed — Wind Gap Middle School

For information contact: Frank Jones — 610-863-9095 Ext. 1387 or jones.frank@penargylsd.org

ALL PROCEEDS HELP SUPPORT OUR FAMILIES FIRST FREE PROGRAMS

REGISTRATION OPEN: Indigenous
Perspectives: Lehigh Valley Watershed
Conference March 14th & Weekend Pro-
gramming at Nurture Nature Center

By Jim Wilson

EASTON - Registration for the 9th Lehigh Valley Water-
shed Conference is now open. See the program schedule,
below. We are also excited to invite folks to attend three
exciting free, public events associated with the confer-
ence being held at the Nurture Nature Center in Easton
on Sunday March 12th, and Monday March 13th. Please
send this along to any others you feel would be interest-
ed in attending - we would love to see you there!!

This conference features an Indigenous Perspectives
track, bringing speakers from throughout the country, and
closer to home at Lehigh University’s Institute for Indig-
enous Studies to share their experiences and knowledge.
Also part of this conference is a full-day MS-4 track for
municipal managers, a volunteers track for the region’s
watershed volunteers, and a technical track that features
in-depth presentations.

Indigenous Track Talks

Keynote Speaker The Rappahannock Cultural Land-
scape Using Archeology in Land Conservation Planning:
A partnership initiative of the Rappahannock Tribe and
St. Mary’s College of Maryland to identify and prioritize
lands for conservation, preservation, and acquisition.

Contemporary American Indians 101: A panel presenta-
tion and discussion introducing issues that Indian peo-
ples and their communities face today

Constructed Ceremonial Landscapes of the Middle At-
lantic: Indigenous ceremonial landscapes in the Middle
Atlantic region and the challenges of identifying and pro-
tecting these landscapes

Transgenerational Wealth and Trauma: An interpretive
talk on the art installation located at Lehigh University
that the 1737 Walking Purchase which forced the remov-
al if Indigenous people from the Delaware River Water-
shed

The Water Gap - Return to the Homeland: A roundtable
conversation on the 2016 film project about the experi-
ences of Delaware Indian youth who spent time immersed
in their ancestral homelands to reconnect with their Le-
nape identity.
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