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New Tax Credits
There are new federal tax credits for energy
upgrades that just went into effect. They cover
gas and oil fumnaces and boilers as well as insu-
lation and windows. Most of the areas covered
allow for 30% of the cost of the upgrade. Insula-
tion and windows allow a maximum amount
of $1200 and for heating and air conditioning
equipment it is $600. The requirements are very
stringent on heat pumps and | still haven't found
one brand for a central system that will qualify.

There are a couple mini split heat pump brands

that | have found that qualify.

To add confusion, the new rating system is now
in effect and that requires heat pumps to be
rated for a cold climate unlike the last system
that required rating them at 47°. Two of the
most efficient brands | know of just miss the
mark by half a point but it's black and white so
they do not qualify. The credits are in effect for
10 years and | will bet that many brands will
find a way to meet the minimum requirement in
another production year or two. So if you need
an upgrade, it might pay to keep an eye on
the progress of the heat pump manufacturers.
| certainly will be doing just that because my
customers would appreciate a 30% discount on
anew system.

Insulation also qualifies for the credit so you
could use the insulation credit to improve the
efficiency of your home this year and then
when some heating systems qualify you could
replace the heat pump in a few years. There is
a maximum allowable usage of $3200 but that
gives you almost $10000 you can invest in your
home and save roughly 1/3. Keep in mind that
it is a tax credit not a rebate so if you don't pay
federal income tax, you can't use it.

The obvious push is for more electricity use
and less fossil fuel use. Doing so will make it
harder to heat your home during a power out-
age unless you have a very large generator. A
typical heat pump uses about 9000 watts to run
but needs more to startup. The electric backup
in a typical heat pump requires 10000 watts to
operate. Shop for a 20kw generator to run just
your heat if you have a heat pump with electric
backup.

The requirements for gas and oil systems is not
impossible to meet but is at the very peak of
what the equipment is rated for today.

Ken Field is the owner of Slate Belt Energy and
Field’s Service, Inc. As a certified energy rater
and contractor, he is qualified to assess every
aspect of energy usage and prescribe solutions
to save energy. He can be reached at 610-759-
6306 or email Ken@FieldsService.com

James Gloria Fine Arts Studio

Now offering studio classes for artists of all levels
beginner to experienced — teen through adults.

Private classes tailored to your personal goals and abilities. Paint for
fun or hone your skills and experiment with new techniques

4p  Essential drawing and perspective lessons
4y Portfolio prep classes for art majors applying to college
4p Hone skills of observation and perception

1) Explore new media: watercolor, oils, sculpture and more

(570)236-1466

art@JamesGloria.com

FAMILIES FIRST
SAVE THE DATE

# Presents
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SNOW BALL DINNER DANCE

Saturday, February 25, 2023
6:00 pm to 11:00 pm

LOOKOUT FIRE COMPANY #1
BANQUET HALL

123 South Main Street
Pen Argyl, PA 18072

Music by DOSE PRODUCTIONS

$25.00 per person in Advance

$35.00 at the Door
BASKET RAFFLES, DOOR PRIZES, BYOB/DRESS CASUAL

For Tickets Contact
Sarah HerbertHannick — Pen Argyl High School
Heather Reed — Wind Gap Middle School

For information contact: Frank Jones — 610-863-9095 Ext. 1387 or jones.frank@penargylsd.org

ALL PROCEEDS HELP SUPPORT OUR FAMILIES FIRST FREE PROGRAMS

ESTATE SETTLEMENT AUCTION
STONE RANCH STYLE HOUSE, CONTENTS, PICKUP TRUCK
SATURDAY FEBRUARY 18,2023 RAIN, SNOW OR SHINE
ON THE PREMISES
140 PROSPECT STREET
EAST STROUDSBURG, MONROE COUNTY, PA 18301

11 AM. REAL ESTATE. Magnificent Stone 4 Bedroom Ranch Style House. Large Living
Room with Fireplace, Dining Room, Kitchen, Sun Parlor, 2 % Baths, Recreation Room with
Fireplace, 2 Car Garage. Gas Hot Water Heat. Large lot, Town Water and Sewer. Walking
Distance to Hospital and University. Tax Map: 5-2-1-2-21

TERMS: $15,000 BANK CASHIER’S CHECK (payable to Jack Muehlhan Auctioneer
Escrow) AT SALE. BALANCE AT SETTLEMENT WITHIN 30 DAYS. Insurable Deed, No
Back Taxes, No Buyer Premium.

10 A.M. PERSONAL PROPERTY- Consisting of 2009 GMC Sierra 4 Wheel Drive Pickup
Truck- Mason Collectibles-Lenox China-Japanese China-Hand Painted Wild Life-Champagne
Glasses and Wine Glasses-Bedroom Sets-Crocks-Jugs-Dining Set (Table China Cabinet)-Orvis
Travel Bag with Fly Rod Container-Trapper Basket-75"TV-Linens-Living Room Set (Recliner

Couch Love Seat-TV Stand-Garden Trailer-Snow Thrower-Walk Behind Leaf Blower-Shop Vac-

Lift Chair-Galvanized Tubs-Outdoor Patio Set-Greene Twsp. Fire Department Mugs-Household
Items-Small Appliances-Floor Lamps-Ladders-Pressure Washer-Air Conditioners-Plus Much
More!! For complete List call Robert Reinhardt Personal Property Auctioneer AUS161L at
570-856-4666 TERMS: CASH

INSPECTIONS FOR REAL ESTATE AND CONTENTS:
THURSDAY FEBRUARY 2V
SATURDAY FEBRUARY 11™

5-7P.M.
1-3P.M.

AUCTIONEER’S NOTE: Rare opportunity to BUY a 4 Bedroom Custom Built Stone House
with large lot. One of the finest houses in town. Must sell to settle Estate. Easy drive to 1-80
walking distance to Hospital, University and Town. Nothing like it on the market. Once in a
lifetime chance to BUY a landmark home. Your BID may BUY!

SALE ORDERED BY:
Estate of John Abel
Attorney Todd Williams
JACK MUEHLHAN AU000643L
REAL ESTATE AUCTIONEER
“The Name You Can Trust”
570-421-8333

Remember: You are only going to pay one more bid than someone else was willing to pay.

King
Fudg & Lun U

PROFESSONAL, PERSONAL SERVKE
AT AFFORDABLE PRICE
0-)86-28
ROSETO, PA

FREE ESTIMATES ~ FULLY INSURED
wnkingot3@gmal com




