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Boscola Applauds Recent State Grants to Address 
Homelessness & Housing Insecurity Issues
By Senator Lisa Boscola

Last week, Senator Boscola announced 
that the City of Bethlehem has been awarded 
a $400,000 Commonwealth Emergency So-
lutions Grant to address home insecurity is-
sues. Senator Boscola applauded the Com-
monwealth’s continued support of assisting 
in local efforts to address housing insecurity 
and homelessness in the Lehigh Valley as 
New Bethany received a $475,000 grant for 
their “Paving the Way” campaign last month.

“The issue of housing affordability in the 
Lehigh Valley is a critical issue that is best 
addressed in a collaborative way and state 
support for the City of Bethlehem’s coor-
dinated efforts and the expansion of New 
Bethany’s programs to address residents’ 
needs for support, shelter, health and wrap-
around services will have a positive impact 
on our community.”

The City of Bethlehem was awarded $400,000 by the Pennsylvania Department of Community 
and Economic Development yesterday for an Emergency Solutions Grant for coordinated efforts to 
address homelessness and housing insecurity in Lehigh and Northampton counties. Funding will be 
used to provide services and supports for emergency shelter, homeless prevention, rapid rehousing, 
and street outreach to help homeless and at-risk households obtain or maintain permanent housing.

New Bethany was awarded a $475,000 Local Share Account – Statewide grant by the Common-
wealth Financing Authority on December 18, 2025.  New Bethany’s Paving the Way campaign, which 
is an expansion of their facilities renovating over 18,500 square feet which will transform their Drop-In 
Center to a full-service community resource.

New Bethany’s Center will offer a “Health Hub”, providing primary, mental and telehealth services, a 
Community Hygiene Center, seven day a week meal service and upgraded fresh grocery choices from 
their Food Pantry, dedicated training space for education, job and financial literacy, and by enhancing 
their office and case management space they will be able to double the number of people they can 
support annually.

PennDOT 
is actively seeking tempo-
rary equipment operators 
statewide for the winter 
season to supplement 

the department’s full-time 
staff. Details on minimum 
requirements – such as 

possession of a CDL 
– as well as application 
information, are avail-

able at www.employment.
pa.gov/penndot. Through 

the same website and 
www.employment.pa.gov, 
job seekers can apply for 
other non-operator winter 
positions such as diesel 
and construction equip-

ment mechanics, welders, 
clerks and more.

Northampton County Envirothon 2026
Hosted by The Northampton County Conservation District
Louise Moore Park, 151 Country Club Rd, Easton PA 18045

� The Northampton County Envirothon invites all county area high schools to join 
us for this hands-on environmental competition. 

� Teams’ grades nine through twelve, from Northampton County area school 
districts compete in five environmental categories.  The categories are soils and 
land use, wildlife, forestry, aquatic ecology and the current environmental issue 
for 2026, “Non-Point Source Pollution: It begins at home!” The county winner will 
advance to the State competition.

� Students gain real-world experience, teamwork skills, and a deeper 
appreciation for our natural environment.

� For more information, please scan the QR code.


